——MARLBOROUGTH -

Asngust 31, 2006 The Marlherengh Enterprise/Huttson Sun Pag

[rpes sttty

e T R T T e e e S I v i e e e R e e e e A P e e O

Py

‘GMPL reéognizes its vo

By Mary !Wenzel

STATF SWEHER

MARLBOROUGH —

* Mernbers of the Fomrest Memo-
rial Road Race staff weré hon-

ored with the Distinguished
Volonteeis Award presenied by

. Greater Marlboro Progiams,

Inc. at the organization’s Anmz-
al Meeting held recently ai Fi-

delity Inveshnents.

(MPI has enjoyed a long as-
sociation witl the 5K Walk and
TRun Jin Forest Memorial
Road Race, which has served
as a major source of funding
for this program.

“Success is & partnership,”
said Jim Karamni, GMPI social
and recreafion director. “The
skills and commitment of a -
notivated professional staff,
ihe understanding and support
of the community at Jarge and
Lhe leadership and energy of
dedicated velunteers are the es-
senial building blocks of an ef-

fective social service organiza- -

itop.”
In acknowledzment of the

central role of volunleess in fa-

cilitating GMPT efforts, the

“Distinguished Volunteer Award

was established and is to be
given each year to the individ-
el or individuals who best ex-
emplify a dedication to the
goals and values of the GM¥PL.
“The Jim Forrest Road Race

- is a major fund-raising effort

for the GMPI Speciat
Olympics athletes,” said Carol
Manne, execuiive direcior of

. GMPL

According 1o Manne, the

Special Olympics sporis of-

fered by GMPLinciude: cross
country skitng, down hill ski-
ing, figure skating; basketball,
track and field, aquatics, golf,

-bocee, softball and bowling.

2006 1s the thirteenth year
that the Porrest Race is being
held for the benefit of Speciat
Olympées and the effort has
raised more than $115,000 for
the programe.

Pat Forrest, vace director, un-
able to make the ceremony due
{0 aa iliness, said in a telephone
interview, “This was very nice
of GMPE and especizlly nice to
give an avward to each rnember
of the staff. They work hard all

year.”

The thiunbnail sketches for
each of the race staff listed
below, offered by at Forrest,
are said to just barely depict all
of the activities of the staff in
preparing for the race.

Ted Kavanagh: Major fund-
raiser. Responsible for more
than 40 percent of contribu-
tions to the race.

‘Tom Ferrest: Co-Race Di-
rector. Coordinates all race day
activities. Responsible for atl
water and soda drinks on race
day.

John Sullivan: Direct liaison
with locat police, state police,
and sheriffs department.
Arranges all parking and race
permils.

Bill Delaney: Screens all ap-
plicants and decides on yearly
“Greta Delaney Award’” for fe-
male ninner who best symbol-

unteers with awards

izes thie sport of nunéng. Also
wosks on all behind the scenes
aclivity on race day weekend.

Darren McLanghlin: Race
facilitator, Generously offers
use of Wayside Racquet &
Swim Club for race day; as
weli as all club facitities for
rmuiers. Responsible for start-
ing race back up again, after
race was suspended for one
year. - ‘

Bill Cocks: Chef extraordi-
naire. Responsible for ordering,
procusing food and feeding
more than 700 people on race
day. : .
Dec Heisson: Race photogra-
pher, Works tirelessly behind
the scenes on race aclivities.

Brian Waldron: Responsi-
ble for several race contribu-
ticns and behind yearly raffte.
Amanged several guest speak- -
ers for pasta dinners. Offers
many ideas fo enhasnce the
image of the race.

Steve Zehma: Indispensable
man or race day. Always has
tool belt ready 1o address and
fix the myriad of problems that
arise on race day,

Linda Clark: Race team ad-
ministraor. Prepares and sends
ont all letters for race dopa-
tions. In general, an invaluable
persor for all adminisirative
tasks. L

-Jack Nugent: (Awarded
posthumously} Jack worked on
many race conhributions, as
well as soliciting local mer-
chants for race raffle prizes. For
many yeass, ho was the official
race photographer.

. Tn addilion to those men-
tioned above, Levraine Spinaz-
zola and Mastetic Vigeant were
recognized by Chuck Strad-
ford, president of the board of
disectors, as being (wo of lhe
pioneers of the agency.

"“They. shared & vision with a
handful of others which fed 1o
the creation of Greater Mail- -

-boro Programs Inc., an ergani-
zation whicli is now 33 years
Coold”
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The GMPI Annual Meeting
was an opportunity for those at-
tending to meet the organiza-
lion's new executive dueclor,
Carol Manage wiio began in
July.

Greater Marlboro Programs,
Inc. is dedicaled to promoting
the personal growth, dignity -
and acceptance of people with
davelopniental disabilities in
the MetroWest area including:

Martborough, Hudson, South-

STAFF PHOTO BY MARY WENZE

State Sen, Pam Resor and state Rep, Steve LeDuc, at lelt, congratulate members of the Forest
Wemorial Road Race staff who were presented with the {izst Greater Marlhoroe Programs, Inc.
Distinguished Voluateer Awards. They are, from {eit, Resor, LeDue, Linda Clark, Brian Waldron, Dee
Heisson, Bilt Coclis and Ted. Kavanagh.

borough, Nerthborongh and
Westhorough. -

This year, the Forrest Memo-
rizad Road Race will be held
Sept. 24, beginning and ending
at the Wayside Racquet and
Swim Club. A pre-race Pasta
Dinner is planned for Sept, 22
at The Marlborough Hotel (fcr
merly the Radisson).

For more information about
Greatey Marlboro Pregrams,
Tne., cali 508-485-4227.




